It has been an exceptionally wet winter
here in Napa Valley. As of writing this
in February we have had 3
atmospheric rivers arrive, each with
well over 6 inches of rain in them, with
the biggest in December totaling an
incredible 15 inches in a little over 48
hours. We get a lot of questions this
time of year as to what, if anything, all
this rain does to the vines. The short
answer is, not much. The vines are
asleep for the winter awaiting the first
warm days of March to break their
buds and start a whole new growing
season. So, the vine doesn't really care
how much it rains, but it can have an
effect on the growing season, and it is
something that we monitor so we
know what to expect for the coming
year.

Like most things in life, it is all about
balance, and we would prefer some
rain during the winter but also not too
much rain or a drought. A rainy winter
like we have had this year sets the
vines up to have all the water they
need when they awaken in the spring-
leading to a good start to the growing
season with great vigor and canopy
growth. However, we don't want the
vines to flower too early as there is a
much bigger risk in early spring of a
weather system hitting during the
critical hours when the vines are self-
pollinating. No, vines do not need bees
to pollinate, which is a common
misconception.

In drought years the vines don't have
that jump start to the growing season.
This will leave the vines stunted and
small throughout the whole growing
season. Especially if we have multiple
drought years in a row. This

will lead to a more intense wine with
big concentration and tannins. We
saw this in the 2014-2015 growing
season. The vines just looked small
and scraggly compared to more
normal years.

The rain also affects the water table,
which is very important when we get
to harvest. Wineries use a lot of
water because there is a lot of
cleaning and sterilization involved.
Everything from tanks, barrels, and
equipment need a thorough rinse
multiple times during harvest.

Twice a year we have the water level
of our well measured to see where
the water table sits- generally in the
spring after the rains, and in
November after harvest. We have
had 3 measurements so far under
this program. There is a dramatic
difference between post-harvest and
then the spring measurement. In
Nov of 2023 after harvest, we hit
water at 158.63ft. After slightly above
normal rainfall during the winter of
23/24 the spring reading in March
was 83.57ft. I'll do the math for you;
that's a difference of 75.06ft.
Subsequently after the harvest of
2024 we hit water at 159.34ft, which
is again a draw down of 75.77ft.

This shows just how much water the
wineries use throughout the
growing season and harvest. After
this rainy winter it will be interesting
to see where the water level is next
month!
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